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Esteban Chornet graduated in 1966 with an industrial engineering degree from ETSIIB, Barcelona, Spain. He obtained a Ph.D. in Chem. Eng. from Lehigh Univ. in Pennsylvania in 1971. He is currently Professor of Chem. Eng. at the Université de Sherbrooke, a french-speaking institution located in the Province of Québec, Canada, where he has been engaged, since 1970, in engineering education and advanced research in the biomass, energy and environmental sectors. The work carried out in his laboratory has resulted so far in over 175 refereed publications, several chapters in books, 18 patents and numerous presentations in national and international conferences as invited speaker. Under his guidance 65 students have completed graduate thesis (15 as Ph.D.). His mentorship and ability to produce and interpret research results as well as transferring them to the industrial sector were recognized as early as 1984 with the Steacie Fellowship Award, one of the most prestigious scientific distinctions awarded by the Government of Canada. He has also received prizes as pedagogue and researcher. 
An avid networker, Esteban Chornet is formally affiliated, since 1993, to the National Renewable Energy Laboratory , Colorado (U.S.A.) where he is a senior researcher directing several frontier research projects on renewable energy from biomass. He also maintains strategic alliances with several institutions around the world and is an Invited Adjunct Professor at the Universitat de les Illes Balears, Spain since Sept 1998. He is currently a member of the engineering group committee of the National Science and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) and of the National Advisory Board in Energy Science and Technology (NABEST).  
His industrial links cover a large number of activities as consultant and as entrepreneur.  In the period 1979 - 83 he acted as director of the Sandwell Beak Research Group, a private contract energy research organization in Toronto. In 1980 he helped to structure THP Inc., a specialized machine shop in high pressure equipment, in Montreal. He was co-founder, in 1992, of Kemestrie Inc., a spin off company of his activities at the Université de Sherbrooke, dedicated to industrial research and development, scale up, implementation and project management and financing of advanced technologies in fine chemicals and biomolecules, energy and environment. He is currently President of the Board of directors of Kemestrie Inc., President of Enerkem Technologies Inc., the “environmental energy” division of Kemestrie, and member of the Board of Gelkem, a drug delivery company spun out by Kemestrie. He is also a member of the Board of Environmental International Engineering S.L. (EIE S.L.) a Barcelona-based company implementing  waste-to-energy strategies in Spain and Latin America. From June 1994 to August 2000, he was  a member of the Board of Directors of ITEC Mineral Inc., a TSE traded company (acquired in August 2000 by ElectroMed) dedicated to the valorization and neutralization of mine tailings, and its US subsidiary, ITEC Environmental Colorado Inc. In 1999 he was also a member of the Advisory Board of Energie Capital, a Montreal-based venture capital investment company in the energy field. 

Esteban Chornet is a specialist of chemical reaction engineering. His work encompasses thermochemical as well as biochemical processes where he is known for new and often bold engineering approaches to complex systems. His main focus is in three areas: (i) biomass conversion to chemicals and biofuels: (ii) biomaterials and (iii) the energy/environmental link.  He has also been instrumental in the development of a systemic transdisciplinary approach, known as STOPER, which makes the junction between the social and natural sciences and introduces the notion of social acceptability into the decision making process.  Esteban Chornet has a unique ability to make junctions among different disciplines and thus develop and implement innovative solutions to complex scientific issues that lead to novel processes and products. He is also recognized for his ability to integrate scientific research, technological innovation and business strategies.
A truly intercultural person, fluent in four languages, he is married since 1968 to Mercedes Barceló, a college professor of humanities and languages specialized in socio-cultural diversity and immigration policies. They have raised three sons, two chemicals engineers and one financial engineer.
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